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Our mission is to support the education, health, and welfare of each and every child at Somerset

Elementary School. As part of the Washington State PTA, we are a nonprofit membership

association bringing together the home, school, and community on behalf of our children.

PTSA / School Calendar - Important Dates and Events
 
Monday - Friday, Nov 29 - Dec 3rd - Book Fair
Friday, Dec 3rd - Birthday Fun Run for December Birthday
Friday, Dec 10th - In Person & Virtual Movie Night
Wednesday, Dec 15th - Somerset Winterfest 5-6:30pm
Thursday, Dec 16th - Staff Appreciation Cookie Blizzard 
Friday, Dec 17th - Virtual Movie Night
Saturday, Dec 18th - Virtual Movie Night
Thursday, Dec 23rd - Virtual Movie Night
Monday to Monday, Dec 20th - Jan 3rd - Winter Break/ No School
Tuesday, Jan 4th - First Day of School for Year 2022
 
Common Links / Resources:
 
Somerset PTSA Website

Somerset PTSA Facebook Page

Somerset Elementary School Website

BSD COVID-19 Dashboard

PTSA  NEWS

Somerset Winterfest 2021

Light up the Night is coming Wednesday, December 15th 5-6:30pm ! Our goal is to bring
our diverse cultures together to celebrate the many winter festivals and holidays held
throughout the world! We hope to both affirm the identities of students and build their
cultural competency. It will be an evening to SHINE – to illuminate what makes Somerset
shine in our darkest months.

Let us know you’re coming! Click here to RSVP for a starting time slot, 5:00, 5:30, and
6:00. The event will end at 6:30. Getting an estimated head count greatly helps our
planning team!

Optional – preorder an event T-Shirt and light up accessories or contribute to event
through monetary donations at www.somersetPTSA.org by Wednesday December 1st at
12pm.

Shirt Pre-order $8
Shirt night of the event $10 – Limited Availability!

We are still looking for table leads for each holiday/celebration. Please sign up Here if
you are interested in being a lead or contact Liz Hitzel at echitzel@gmail.com if you would
like to volunteer. We look forward to seeing you at Light up the Night!!

Book Fair Volunteer Needed!!!
 
Volunteers needed!!! We are still in need of volunteers for our annual book fair from
Dec 1st to Dec 3rd. No experience is required. Volunteers need to complete the BSD
background check and provide proof of vaccination status to the Somerset office. Please
sign up volunteer here if you would like to help. Thank you in advance for your help!

2021 Scholastic Book Fair

 
Mrs. Bravenec and Somerset PTSA are delighted to host an in-person fair again this year
from Monday Nov 29th to Friday Dec 3rd . The fair is a fantastic opportunity to shop for
holiday gifts and support our school library since all proceeds fund the purchase of books
and library materials for our students.
 
Credit cards and eWallet are the preferred payment methods, but cash/check will also be
accepted. Special this year – in-person shopping times will be by appointment ONLY
through SignUp Genius. Click this Link to book your time. Masks and Social Distancing
required. Families will stay together as a group while shopping. The fair will be ONE-WAY
to browse. Entry line starts at the gym doors.

Can’t make the in-person fair? Shop ONLINE Nov29 th – Dec 12th with the Somerset Book
Fair site.

Math Kangaroo 2022
 
The Math Circle team will help host the 2022 Math Kangaroo Competition in-person at
Somerset Cafeteria from 6 PM to 7:30 PM on Thursday, March 17th, 2022. It will open to
all students from 1st Grade to 5th Grade. Spots are limited please register to save a
spot.

To register:
1. Go to: MATH KANGAROO REGISTRATION PAGE  
2. Log in with your login and password or create a user account if you do not have one.
3. Click on the tab By Invitation.
4. Copy and paste the following code in the field:
Invitation Code:  WABELLE0012001@2022MK
5. You are ready to register. Tutorial screenshots can be found here: Registration for
Private Center.
Please note that you will register and pay fees directly to Math Kangaroo. 

Important: After you receive the registration confirmation email from Math Kangaroo,
review the email to make sure all information is accurate. If something needs correction,
update the registration or email info@mathkangaroo.org.

In Person Movie Night
 
Come join us for the first in person Movie Night on Friday, Dec 10th in cafeteria. We will
be watching The Lion King!

Doors open at 6:30pm and the movie will begin at 6:45pm. If you’d like to bring snacks and
beverages, please make sure that all outside food is nut Free and keep our school nice
and clean. Masks are required all the time except eating.
 
A glow stick and a sticker will be handed out to every participant. A photo booth with props
will be there ready to take your own photos! We’ll limit the number of 35
participants. Sign up Here to reserve a spot. Please note that this is not a drop-off event,
an adult must be present.  

We will need 3 volunteers to help us make the movie night successful. Please email
to ninachencc@gmail.com if you can help. We can’t wait to see you there!

Virtual Movie Night
 
Friday, Dec 10th  is another virtual movie night. We will be watching Dr. Seuss, How the
Grinch Stole Christmas (2000). Movie available all day. 

Please use this Watch Link and the following passphrase for watching your movie. 
Passphrase: A1F89AE685A34323919A2F4F5C684497

Learn More & FAQ

Please Do Not share the Watch Link or passphrase outside the school for the limit of the
license.

Staff Appreciation Annual Cookie Blizzard 
 
The Staff Appreciation Annual Cookie Blizzard event is on Thursday, Dec 16th.This will be
a wonderful event for all our teachers and staff! Also, a fun event for you and your kids to
show talents in baking! 

Homemade, holiday-themed fresh baked cookies are encouraged. Brownies, bars, fudge,
toffee, truffles or special foreign pastries are also welcomed. NO CRACKERS PLEASE. If
you don't want to bake, fresh baked cookies purchased from stores are also acceptable. 

This event will require class room support from all grades. Each Class please bring in at
least three dozens (36) of cookies for the event. We also need 8 volunteers to help
setup the room at 10:00am-10:30am on December 16th. Please use the sign up link
below if you would like to volunteer or bring in cookies:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090D4AAEAC29AAFA7-cookie

We would appreciate your effort to note the ingredients in your cookies for the allergic staff
members. Please print out and attach it to your cookie container. You are welcome to use
beautiful containers to display the cookie. We will wash them and put them back in PTSA
office after the event for you to pick up. 

Please send the cookies to the staff room between 8:30 - 10:00am on December 16th. If
you have further questions please contact Staff Appreciation Committee Jin
Chen jinchen2@gmail.com or Ying Liang (Heidi) heidi.liangying@gmail.com. Thank you
very much for your support!

Studio East: Afterschool Drama Class
 
We are very excited to be able to bring drama back in the Winter and Spring. Studio East
has provided high-quality theater classes, workshops, and productions to local schools
since 1992. 

Registration for Winter and Spring class is now open. We still have some spots
available for the 3rd to 5th grade group. The registration for K-2 is full. You can add
your students to waiting list. Once we have more class available we will let you
know.

When: Jan 20 - Jun 9th, 2022  every Thursday 4:00 - 5:15 pm for 18 weeks (No Class on
2/24, 4/7, and 4/14)
Where: Music and Art Room
Cost:    $350

K-2nd Grade Registration
3rd - 5th Grade Registration

December Birthday Fun Run 
 
Our December Birthday Fun Run will occur on this coming Friday Dec 3rd at 9:10am.
Students will be escorted or called to the field for a celebration lap around the track. The
birthday students are encouraged to wear their Somerset Shines T-shirt so that we can line
them up by grade easily. They are invited to wear a birthday hat, crown or fun headband.
We have a special “runner’s bib” and a birthday pencil for each birthday student.

Bellevue Downtown Ice Rink Fundraising

The 24th annual Bellevue Downtown Ice Rink presented by Symetra will be open daily,
including holidays from November 19 through January 9, 2022.  The ice rink features more
than 9,000 square feet of real ice, a spacious viewing area, on-site concessions, free
parking nearby and a variety of special events. 

New safety protocols and an online ticketing system are in place for the 2021-2022
season. Walk-up tickets are limited, so visitors are strongly encouraged to purchase
tickets in advance.  Mention Somerset when purchasing tickets and a $3 donation will
be made to Somerset PTSA for each ticket! 

Skating hours, promotions and directions are available at www.bellevueicerink.com.  

Smith Brothers Farms Home Grocery
Fundraising

 
Somerset PTSA is partnering with Smith Brothers Farms to raise money! Each new Smith
Brothers Farms customer who signs up for home delivery using
code SomersetESPTSA receives $15 off your first delivery order and activates a $50
donation from Smith Brothers Farms to Somerset PTSA. You'll get the iconic porch box
with your 1st delivery! Delivery is always free when your order total is $10 or more. If your
order is less than $10, there is a $2.99 delivery fee. 

Join Smith Brothers Farms today! Please visit Smith Brothers Help Center. for Q & A.
Thank you for supporting Somerset PTSA and our local business.

Join Somerset PTSA
 
We are pleased to announce that Somerset PTSA has achieved the Sliver
Membership Growth Award for the 2021-2022 school year. Our membership growth is
essential to our mission of being a powerful voice for the school community. Help us reach
our goal of 100% membership rate by logging into your PTA account on Somersetptsa.org,
updating your Family Information, and completing the membership form. Note that PTSA
memberships must be renewed annually.

SCHOOL NEWS

Small Hands on Art
 
Small Hands on Art with Howie and Amy McOmber have been providing performing arts
instruction at Somerset for 30 years!  Howard and Amy McOmber and Small Hands on Art
presents Winter Wonderland!  Rehearsals are Thursday mornings in the Music Room
from 8am to start of school December 2, 9, 16.  The recital will be on December 16 7:30
pm, Questions call 425-313-9431. Cost $100.00. Costumes provided. Everyone has an
important part to play. Act, Sing, Dance!

Please fill out this application form and give it to the coach along with a check on the first
day of rehearsals.  Go to smallhandsonart.com for more information.

Somerset Holiday Gift Drive

It has been a tradition for Somerset Elementary PTSA to host a Holiday Gift Drive for our
families in need.  We want to help families at our school to fulfill their children’s wishes for
the holidays. This year we would like anyone who chooses to support a child or a
family to purchase a gift card for $25 from Amazon or Target by Dec 10th. We hope to
give guardians a $25 gift card for each of their children. Please consider helping by
purchasing one or more gift cards and delivering them to Somerset office on or before
Dec10th. 

If you would like to support a child or a family in another way, or if you have any questions,
comments, or concerns please email Shannon Gregory at gregorys@bsd405.org

BSD  NEWS

Too Sick for School?  

BSD Too Sick for School webpage has been updated to better illustrate when students and
staff should or should not attend school based on potential COVID-19 symptoms. Please
review the updated information and the Washington State Department of Health COVID-19
Symptom Decision Tree to learn more. 

Bellevue Schools Foundation – Upcoming Events 

Education Connections: Dollars and Sense 
Want to know how BSD is funded and where that funding goes? Join the Bellevue Schools
Foundation on December 1 at 5 p.m. via Zoom for Education Connections: Dollars &
Sense. 

Open Transfer and Choice School Application 

Open Transfer Applications for the 2022-23 school year will be accepted beginning
Monday December 6, 2021. The application period will close Friday, Jan. 7, 2022 at 4:30
p.m. Visit our Open Transfer page for more information.

Choice School Entry Level Lottery Applications for incoming K (current P-4) and
incoming 6th grade (current 5th grade) students for the 2022-23 school year will be
accepted beginning Monday December 6, 2021. The application period will close Friday
January 7, 2022 at 4:30 pm. Visit our Apply to Choice Schools and Programs page for
more information.

COMMUNITY  NEWS

Vaccine Clinics 

The Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine for ages 5-11 is becoming available across King County,
Washington state and nationally. Availability varies by location. Use the links below to find
a COVID-19 vaccine clinic near you: 

Vaccines.gov 
Allegro Pediatrics COVID-19 FAQ 
Swedish has limited pediatric vaccine availability and encourages you to check the
Swedish COVID-19 hub for more information soon. 
You can also schedule appointments at www.seattle.gov/vaccine to get a free
COVID-19 vaccine through our partnership with the City of Seattle and Amazon. 
You can find vaccination appointments at the Washington State Department of
Health’s Vaccine locator or by visiting your local pharmacy or checking with your
child’s local school district.

You may also check with your local pharmacy to find out if they have COVID-19 vaccines
for ages 5-11 available, and how to make an appointment. 

Reserve Your Visit with Santa

Snowflake Lane Factory opens for Santa Photo from Friday, Nov 26th at Bellevue Square
Center Court 2nd floor. Santa photos are available during Bellevue Square hours.
Reservations are required. For more information and reserve your photos, please
visit: https://www.santaphotos.com.

The Christmas Ship Festival
 
The Argosy Cruises Christmas Ship Festival is a ship-to-shore holiday celebration that has
been a Northwest tradition since 1949. The Spirit of Seattle, the Official Christmas Ship™,
is decorated with hundreds of shimmery white lights and sails to different Puget Sound
waterfront communities. Choirs on board the Christmas Ship™ perform to guests aboard
and to those communities gathered on shore. Select your preferred way to experience the
Christmas Ship and prepare for the holiday event of the season!
 
When: Fri, Nov 26, 2021 —Sun, Dec 19, 2021
Where: Argosy Cruises 1101 Alaskan Way, Seattle, WA 98101
Book Tickets

Snowflake Lane Parade

Celebrating 17 years of Snowflake Lane presented by The Bellevue Collection. See the
region’s most festive holiday show! Nightly Parade at 7 p.m. from November 26 to
December 24.

Experience the wonder of falling snow, dazzling lights, festive music, toy drummers, and
dancers in this complimentary nightly parade of holiday floats. Join us on the sidewalks
between Bellevue Square and Lincoln Square from NE 4th to NE 8th Streets every night. 

KCLS Releases its Annual Best Books List
 

The King County Library System (KCLS) released its 2021 Best Books. The annual list
reveals KCLS’ top 100 books of the year, and includes 25 titles in each of the following
categories: fiction, nonfiction, children and teen. Find the full selection
at kcls.org/bestbooks.

Best Children Books of 2021
Best Teen Books of 2021

Directory / Links
 
Executive Committee
President: Yuki Yang & Xing He
Secretary: Yim Cheng
VP Programs: Kelly Mao & Jin Chen
Ways&Means: Lancia Guo & Catherine
Qu
VP Communications: Demi Wang & Peggy
Wang
Treasurer: Xiaohong Quan & Lily Zhu

Somerset PTSA Email:
Somersetptsa@gmail.com
Bellevue PTSA Council
Washington State PTA
National PTA
Somerset PTSA BOD Meeting Minutes
 

  
Shop at Amazon log in HERE and select
‘Somerset Elementary PTSA’ and Amazon
Smile donates to Somerset PTSA. Or
click https://smile.amazon.com for your
purchase. 
Or install the Amazon app onto your
phone. In the main menu of app(=), find
'Settings'. tap on 'Amazon Smile' and
follow the instructions to turn on Amazon
Smile
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate
0.5% of the purchase price from your
eligible AmazonSmile purchases to our
PTSA. Thank you very much for
supporting our school and PTSA.  
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